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_.- EDITOR'S PAGE -. 


Professor John Turner's talk on Roadside Conservation, at the June meeting 

was timely and thought provoking, especially, one hopes; to the road engineers 
who had responded to an invitation to attend. While awareness of the conservation 
values of roadsides is increasing,-it is unfortunately also true that modern =~ 
earth moving machinery can destroy roadside vegetation very rapidly indeed,’ 

if an engineer decides that it is. necessary for road construction or re- 
construetion. There have been several examples locally, in recent years, of 
clearing of vegetation from fence line to fence line.. Sometimes this: is done to 
obtain 'gravel' for use elsewhere. I saw an example of this near Shelbourne 

a year or so ago, when 2 road was "improved" by widening and lowering slightly 
over a crest, In the process, many truckloads of soil and rock were carted 

away for use as filling elsewhere, and a strip of vegetation, which had 
preserved quite a few native plants, was destroyed,- All this was done in less 
than a fortnight. As Professor Turner so rightly pointed out, the first step 
needed to prevent such works destroying rare plants, or remnants of plant... 
communities not represented in reserves, is to survey our roadsides, and . 
document important occurrences. 


An area of special interest to me is the granite country of the Lockwood South- 
Shelbourne area. Having had the privilege of preparing the first detailed 
geological map of this area, I have come to know it.well, including having 
walked or driven along every road and road reserve in the area, There are a 

few small patches of remnant native vegetation on private land; in this area, 
put these are open to stock, and have little left in the way of ground flora. 
There is no public land which is ungrazed, or large enough to adequately preserve 
the native vegetation and about the only remnants of the ground flora are those 
preserved along the roadsides. The fate of thé road mentioned above is a - 
warning of how quickly the remainder could be lost. The terrain is granitic, .. 
put much of it is deeply weathered, or masked by ironstone cappings. The flora 
of this aren differs quite markedly from that on the public land at Mt Alexander, 
which although part of the same granite intrusion, has greater elevation, and 
higher rainfall, I think it would be an interesting and worthwhile exercise 

to carry out a proper botanical survey of the roadside vegetation in this area, 
and would like it to be included in any consideration by the club of areas 

in which such road surveys should be carried out. 


My work has taken me at one time or another along a very high proportion of 

the roads in the Bendigo area, and in the case of the Lockwood 1:50000 map area, 
just about every road on the map area, Although my primary interest has to ‘be... - 
lookine for clues to the underlying geology, I have often noti¢éd .interesting‘°" 
little strips where wildflowers bloom in abundance. As my botanical knowledge 
has improved, -I have recognised some as uncommon or rare, at least iinithe °° 
local context, and, increasingly, I have been taking an interést'in the!) '< 
correlation between vegetation and geology. There have been a number of )°°- 
instances where I have used the presence or absence. of plants as,a clue to 

the underlying geology - a topic worthy of an article in which to, explore 

it more fully sometime.. 


Eric “Mlkinson . Editor 


COLIBAN FALLS 
by Eric Wilkinson 


MAP NAME Melbourne 1:250,000 

NAME OF FEATURE Coliban Falls 

NEAREST TOWN Redesdale 

LATITUDE/ LONGITUDE 37°02'05" = 14492745" 

ACCESS Turn north from Metcalfe - Redesdale road at 


eight kilometres from Redesdale, north along farm 
access road past Summer Hill, then west 
through gate along gazetted road to the Falls 
area. This is legal access, but permission 
of owner should be sought as a courtesy. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


a) Geological. Coliban Falls are a series of rapids over granodiorite 
in a gorge tract of the Coliban River where the stream is lateral to 
the residuals of a Late Tertiary basalt flow which filled the ancestral 
Coliban River (Fig. 7). The grandiorite is part of the Upper Devonian 
or Lower Carboniferous Harcourt Batholith, near its eastern margin. 


The granodiorite is well jointed, and this has influenced the develop- 
ment of the rapids. Large joint blocks, some in-situ and some loose, 
form a chaotic jumble down the main rapids. The main fall is only about 
9 metres high, but the total drop down the rapids is about 35 metres. 
However the feature of greatest interest is the superb development of 
potholes in the granodiorite on the eastern margin of the rapids (Plate 
7). 


The horizontal jointing has had a major influence on the erosion of 
this part of the Coliban Falls, and there are broad, sub-horizontal 
surfaces which the river sweeps over in flood flow. Low, vertical 
joint faces at the margins of these surfaces have been undercut by 
the swirling sand and rock fragment-ladéen flood waters, and a beauti- 
ful series of small to medium size potholes has been developed. Some 
of these are perfectly cylindrical. In many instances, new potholes 
have cut across older ones to give a honeycombed effect. Most are be- 
tween 30 cm to 60 cm in diameter. 


b) Geomorphological. The major feature of geomorphological interest 
is the pot-holing, which is an active on-going process, as is the 
development of the rapids by eroding out joint blocks. The superim- 
position of the Coliban River on to the granodiorite as a result of its 
being a west lateral stream to the basalt is also of interest. The 
ancestral Coliban flowed along the contact between the granodiorite 

and the Lower Ordovician bedrock. 


* This article nas been reproduced from pages 75-/7 of "Geological 
Features of the National Estate in Victoria", published by the 
Geological Society of Austraiia, Victorian Division, in 1980. 
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SIGNIFICANCE. The excellent examples of potholes make this a very sig- 
nificant geological and geomorphological site, at least at the State 
level. The falls were discovered in 1836 by Major Sir Thomas Mitchell; 
he described the geology and provided a plate entitled "Fall of Cobaw" 
(Mitchell 1838). 


USE. Almost unknown at present, the area could be used for teaching 
purposes and geomorphological studies. 


THREATS. No particular threat is envisaged under current circumstances, 
but close subdivision of adjacent farmland would be detrimental. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. The small area of Crown Land on the east side of the 
falls (100 metres wide) should ultimately be extended by purchasing 
some of the adjacent land, and the gazetted access road currently held 
under Unused Road Licence should be re-opened to public use. 


REFERENCES 


Mitchell, T.L., 1838: Three expeditions into the intertor of Eastern 
Australia T. & Wl. Boone, London, 2? wl1s., p.284 and plate opposite. 

Taylor, N., 1866: Geological Survey of Victoria Quarter Sheet 13SE. 

Wilkinson, H.E., 1977: Geological features in the region, in Morgan, 
M.H., Conservation of Geological Features in the Loddon-Campaspe 
Region, Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority Planning Paper 
No. 3, pp.10-17. 
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(a) Locality map of Coliban Falls (Fig. 7). 
(b) Photograph of pot holes (Plate 7). 


COMPILED BY: H.E. Wilkinson. 
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Plate 7 Coliban Falls, Redesdale. Potholes in granodiorite 


Bhoto courtesy H.E. Wilkinson 


This is the publication from which the 

above article was reproduced. Otner 

areas covered in this publication include 
Barfold Gorge; the Eppalock Permian glaciel 
sites; Grampians; Hanging Rock; Port Campbell; 
Tower Hill and Trentham Falls. The book costs 
$10, and copies will be available for purchase 
at the August meeting - a suggestion made 

by the G.S.A. when we sought permission to 
reproduce the Coliban Falls article. 
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‘I hate his ‘‘more conserved than thou” attitude.’ 
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GEOLOGICAL FEATURES 
OF THE NATIONAL 
ESTATE IN VICTORIA 


CEOLOGICAL ROCIETY OF ALSTKALIA 
VICTORIAN DIVISION 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, NOV. 1985 - JUNE 1986 


Highlights .... 


White-throated Nightjar at Bendigo. 
Fork-tailed Swifts in the Whipstick, 
and at Maryborough and Inglewood. 
Regent Honeyeaters at Bendigo. 

Black Honeyeaters north of Inglewood. 
Leaden Flycatcher in the Whipstick. 
Cattle Egret at Marong. 


Fork-tailed Swift 


A recording of a White-throated Nightjar 
calling was made in the Bendigo area, on 
28th November 1984, but it was not until 
early this year that the call was positively 
identified as that of the White-throated. 
This is a first record for the Bendigo 
district. The bird was recorded in low’ 
mallee, in Spotted Nightjar territory, and 
- began calling while Mr Bill Flentje was 
recording the Spotted Nightjar. The call 
was assumed to be that of a juvenile Spotted 
Nightjar, until Mr Flentje subsequently recorded the White-throated Nightjar's 
call near Chiltern. The Chiltern area is probably the closest area to 
Bendigo where the White-throated Nightjars occur regularly. 


The Fork-tailed Swift is usually a rare visitor to the Bendigo district, 

but this year we have had more birds recorded than in the previous ten years. 
Large flocks were seen at Maryborough on 14th and 21st March and a smaller 
flock of about 20 was seen flying over the Whipstick on 25th March. 

They were also present in the Inglewood area from 19th to 30th March and 
varied in number from about 20 to about 1,000 birds. The Swifts at Inglewood 
eame to feed over the houses and mallee scrub, most afternoons from 1630 

to 1930 hours, sweeping low over the roofs and trees. On 19th March approx. 
500 Fork-tails were observed circling against the clouds. A while later their 
guttural calls were heard coming from a flock of birds and then suddenly 

a close bunch of about 100 Fork-tails flashed by at tree-top level, 

closely followed by two similar groups; every bird seemed to be calling. 

This observation was notable in that the observer had never previously 

heard such loud utterances from swifts. On this day the Fork-tails - 
were visible for eight hours, in large or medium or small parties, 

some moving South-east but most going North-west. 


Regent Honeyeaters have again been recorded in Bendigo, but erie in 
very low numbers when compared to how common they used to be. Two birds 
were seen in Red Ironbark street trees on 21st and 28th April, and 
three birds were seen on lst May. These birds were still present in 
the area in early June. 


About ten Black Honeyeaters, together with up to 100 White-fronted 
Honeyeaters, were recorded 10 km North-west of Inglewood between 4th 
March and the end of April. The large number of Honeyeaters was no 
doubt due to the abundant supply of nectar. The Grey Box trees, 
Drooping Mistletoe and Blue Mallee were loaded with blossom - the 
most popular was the Mistletoe and 17 species of Honeyeater, and 

3 species of Lorikeet, were present, feeding on nectar and on insects. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, NOV. 1685 - JUNE 1986 continued 


The Black Honeyeaters spent most of their time making short swoops after « 

tiny insects; they uttered their plaintive calls only infrequently, mainly | 
around midday, and being small and inconspicuous were quite hard to see. ome: 
The White-fronteds, by contrast, were giving their delightful songs all day,.. . 
and were easily visible as they hung in the mistletoe and eucalyptus blossom, ... 
and hawked for insects. There was a large bird population in the area until 
mid-April when the nectar-feeders began to move away. The Blacks disappeared 

and the White-fronteds were no longer COO SERES but were scattered 

through a wide area of flowering mallee, 


A solitary male Leaden Flycatcher was observed in the Whipstick on 25th 

November 1985, but could not be found in the area the next day, This species 

has been seen in the Whipstick before, but must be regarded as a rare visitor. 
On Sunday 13th April, close to Marong, a Cattle Egret was seen darting around” ~~ 
close, to. some cattle ina paddock adjacent to the Eaglehawk-Marong Road. 
The cattle were feeding in long grass, and seemed to take little or’ no notice 

of ‘the bird which was often within a foot or so of these huge beasts, The 

Cattle Fgret is expanding its range in Victoria, and has turned up in Reageieer = 
several times in the pat few Veane) ‘but the birds never seem to stay for more : 
than a few weeks. - 


On the 20th February a New Holland ugneteatee was seen in a garden in ‘Flora Till. 
Another of our members was lucky enough to have seven Blue-faced Honeyeaters 
visit his back yard in Strathfieldsaye on 4th March. Five Purple-gaped Honey-— 
eaters ‘were in the Whipstick near Ruedin's Eucalyptus distillery on 1ith March, 
White-browed Woodswallows were seen flying over the distillery and two days 
later, on 14th March, Rainbow Bee-eaters and Spine-tailed Swifts were also Seen, 


"On 10th December a Dallarbird was seen at Eddington flying over the Loddon . 
River. Other birds seen included White-breasted Woodswallows and many Little = 
Friarbirds. A pair of Great Crested Grebes were seen on Tullaroop Se ee 
where they were calling and displaying. Both the Marsh and the Spotted Harriers 
were recorded in the district during December. Crimson Rosellas were seen 

on the Moolort Plains, near Joyces Creek where vate joins Cairn Curran, in. 
January 1986. 


The Glossy Ibis ag weaalilyy ‘found on ARE swamps north of Bendigo, but. two were A 
seen at May Swamp.on 8th December. A thorough search of the Bee. the next day 
could not locate the birds. . 


An Olive-backed Oriole was calling and Samiunncistne a number of other birds ; 
at Lyal Glen (4th March), White-browed Babblers have returned to Lyal Glen 
after an absence of approximately 25 years. They have built eight nests but 
it was assumed that these were for roosting until two young birds were seen: 
on 26th April. Observations have shown that although they fossick quite a lot: 
on the ground, they also seem to obtain their food in quite high tree-tops, 


~ spending as much time in the foliage as underneath shrubs and out in the open. 


Algo at Lyal Glen, a partly built new Yellow Robins nest was found on 20th May. 
Stringy bark was one of the main materials used, but the nest has not been 
completed probably because the wet and cold weather has arrived, 


Other noteworthy observations inelude: | 

5 Blue-winged arrots near Inglewood, Oe-toher: sil November 1985; 

an Owlet Nightjar at Sedgwick on 18th January; 

7 Zebra Finchs at the Department of Agriculture on 7th February; 

2 Grey-crowned Babblers near ‘Inglewood on.25th November (this Epeciee was eal 
_ recorded at Castlemaine Golf Course in March 1986; 
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BIRD NOTES AND NS eee - JUNE 1986 continued 
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a Fork-tailed Kite 4 in | Reaienien on. ath Wenchse and another at. t Baglehawk tip in May; 


A flock of about 30 Long-billed Corellas was seen in the Axe Creek to Pilcher! 8 
Bridge Road ‘area; on 9th December. On 9th Janudry, at the: same location, a hy 
flock of: about 120 was seen. - not: See for’ a bird which ‘is: regarded as very” 

rare iin: our district, bee 
A Sues SESRE ER" was ; recorded at Sutton’ Grange on 17th January. nd bs 


if ; Compiled by. John Berry. 
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PROJECT BRANCHOUT. TREE | ‘PLANTING EXCURSION - ‘MYRTLE OREEK 


Organiser: : John.Lindner: ‘(telephone 39. 7308 ). of 

Participants: : “Members of the Native. Plant Group, and meninens of our’ own: élub. 
Date and.time: Saturday July 26th, from 1:00 p.m. onwards. Go dérect ‘to the 
farm either by- 1, 0O;p.r., or later in the afternoon if that is not convenient. 
Location: "Beverley", property of Mr. Mac Barty, Myrtle Creek, between i 
Redesdale: and Sutton Grange, and about: 35 km from pena BO 23 can be: obtained 
from John Lindner at the July 9th’ club meeting. a 
Planting site details: A large, bare, rocky, gently. eieping hill, which’ A 
suffered severe degradation during and after the 1982 drought. The area will be 
‘deep ripped and fenced. 300 trees are to be planted, consisting of Red Box; . 
Red Ironbark, ‘Red Stringybark, Grey Box,, Lightwood,, and Drooping She Oak, 4 
Individual tree guards also have to be placed for protection from rabbits. 

If’ 10- 20: people turn up, planting should .be finished in two to three hours, 
Please ‘bring: Fork. or spade; garden gloves, if you need them; warm clothes and 
hat (the hilltop weather can be quite severe); waterproof coat, and afternoon tea. 
Other attractions: « There are two large, mature plantations established in eroding 
gullies 20 years ago,:as:part: of the Eppalock Catchment Project of the Soil 
Conservation ak a tanta vetiake be: es if planting is eS in 

good time; :+ : 


WHAT IS PROJECT BRANCHOUT? © se 

oject Branchout is a jarge scale, “long term propram, aimed at ‘replacing trees. 
which have been lost through clearing for agriculture, and salinity. It embraces 
the Loddon-Campaspe Refion, and “is rum by a management committee comprising’ 
farmers, conservationists, teachers and-governnent. department representatives. 
The headquarters is in Bendigo, and there are nurseries in Bendigo and Maryborouch. 
Daily activities are directed by a full-time project co-ordinator, The project. 
got off the ground in a big way in. 1984. and 1985, when trees were planted on 60. 
demonstration sites “throughout the region, using ‘workers employed | under the 
Community Employment Program. Now that large amounts of CEP. funds | are no Longer 
available, Project. Branchout is sécking to carry on its work by involving ae 
communi ty groups such as echaols, élubs, churehes ete. ~ 
It is ‘important to realise that replacement of trees is not just the responsibility 
of “the landholders on whose properties the work is being done, even though they 
may be’ ‘said to gain in the short’ term, by,. having “time and labour saved Yaa 
volunteers, ‘and in the long tern, through in¢reased productivity and land value. 
Tree decline in the ‘agricultural ‘landscape, dnd land derradation through 
salinity, erosion, and loss of wild-life habitat, ‘are problems for which the 
whole community must ‘ultimatély bear. the cost. For example, dryland salting, .— 
caused substantially by the loss of deep-rooted vegetation: on upland country, 
often far removed .from:the salinity: site, -now seriously affects 200,000 hectares 
of Victoria's farmland, and costs the state $50 million a: year, Hence, there: 
is now a great drive to make people aware of the value of trees in the environment. 
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NOTES FROM THE SPECIMEN TABLE - MAY MEETING 
by Bob ‘Allen | 


1. Kangaroo Grass - Theuedan ‘australis. ' (Family oe 


- Kanrareo: erass is abundant and widesnread: throughout Victoria. Although - 

native to Australia and found in 211 other states, it is also in New Guineeh 
‘Phillipines and South-East Asia. The reddish-brown colour of the grass makes 
AT attractive + along HOSS and in: flower arrangements. % SAS 


On Willow Wattle Acacia salicina (Famil Maanceee) 


This wattle crows - into a tree up” “to twenty feet” high,” sritir graceful -penduious 
branches. It flowers: from March through to July; : Several trees are flowering 
on the roadside between Rochester and Kyabram, Quite a few have been planted 
in several roadside plantations and are doing very well, in fact a large 
number of young plants are thriving around the established trees, probably ” 
suckering from their roots. One very striking part of Acacia salicina 

is the funicle, the part that holds the seed in the pod. Some wattles have.” 

a very short aril, to hold the seeds in place, but most have. the funicle, 
which wander around the seed for no obvious reason. Some double back eee 
‘times. The funicle of the willow wattle is very thick, a lovely scarlet 
colour, . which contrasts nicely with, the black seed and folded three or eer 
times below the: seed, . ¥, 


3, Spreading Wattle Pee ace Mimosacese ) ae A gieeess 
Some seasons seem to suit certain plants, and the last few months have ' 
certainly suited the Spreading Wattle. At the moment the bushland is alive 
with the pale yellow stamens of its flowers. Towards Heathcote the colour 
chanres to a deep fold, The straisht, rigid, and very sharp. iS1eNe OTST Bescubre 


DEERE of the SRIES Hakea, (H. sericea) which is also flowering now. ~ 


Vee “Lichtwood’ Acacia implexa (Family Mimosaceae) 


The Lichtwood is sometimes known as the Sickle Wattle, because of the curved 

leaves; they are referred to as being "falcate" - shaped like a sickle, It. 

gerows.as a spreading tree, anything up to 50 feet high, and. flowers from 

; December to March, This specimen was brought in from Eppalock area but a 
good stand of these trees can be seen on the road into the Bendigo tip from 

Rohs Road. 


oe {Wildow-Leaved Wattle. Acacia iteaphylla (Family Mimosaceae) 


Willow-leaved Wattle is not native to Victoria but comes from the Flinders 
and Gawler Ranges of South Australia. It is grown fairly extensively here, ° 
especially along the median strips of some Bendigo roads because it is very 
showy, flowers in autumn, and never grows very tall. It is.a glabrous shrub, 
with drooping, branches, and the leaves have a curved mucro (pointed tip). 

It is unique in that the flowers: are at first enclosed-in-a large brown 
ovate bract. 


6. - Rock Correa Correa glabra (Family peas 


The ‘Correas, belong to. the large family Rutaceae, which has over Ny 000 species 
including, the. lemon tree, the Fairy Wax-flower etc.. Most of the Gomes have 
several forms, and this one could be called the Mitiamo form, because of | 

its smaller leaves, smaller corolla, and because of the pinkish colour its 
flowers attain with age. (Correa reflexa is the emblem of the Field Naturalists 
Club of Victoria. ) 
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NOTES FROM THE SEECIUEN eS oo pee TN convened 


7. Wilsa Geijera sayifiores (Family ainaeenes) 


These beautiful, spreading, pendulous native trees flourish in the north of. 
Victoria at Robinvale, Piangle etc.. They are algo to. be found in.S. Nese N. SW. 
Qtid. A row.of them has been planted onthe roadside just. out of Rochester, 
on the Northern Highway (on the Bendigo side). -They are a lovely green. » when 
in flower (which they. are at the moment, as I write), and the leaves .have an 
aromatic smell when crushed. Wilga is closely related to the Fairy Waxflower. 


8. Cranberry-heath Astrotoma fitareP rent (Panty Epacridacese ~~~ «=~ 2s 


‘This. prickly leaved semi-shrub flowers very early, and at the moment. (gune)” 

is: bearing tiny fruit. The: deep green leaves contrast nicely with the long, 
brilliant red. tubular flowers. It-is a. prostrate plant with very succulent . 
red. EEO which EADeDs in the spring. time. 


9, Tree “Wiolet homenanthera aerate var. aneustifolia (Family Violaceac) 


In Victoria family Violacese is represented by three genera.” 

Viola’ with four natives and two introduced species; one of ‘the anrodue ed being 
the common’ Violet of the garden, V. odorata; -Hybanthus with three native 
species, including - our early flowering H. floribundus, the Shrub Violet, 

and Hymenanthera, with only the one species in Victoria, It is far the 

tallest in the Family and usually favours the basalt areas such as Eppalock, 
Barfold Gorreé etc... The tiny bell-shaped flowers are yellow, very abundant. 
and sweet smelling, and the fruit is a small: berry with one.to four seeds. . 


CROLOGICAL SPECIMENS” ee ee a ethee 


The geological specimens wanes 2 a small freien? artifact, and a greenstone 
mocks from the Mt Camel flintstone pone Se MET in: a. padoerlS near. NEHER SOE 


INVERTEBRATES . ’ 

English giant folden brown slug; oS 
Recently; one wet evening I went into the garden aftan. & torch on a snail hunt. 
Crossing the path was the giant slug, slowly gliding along leaving its slimy 
tell-tale trail behind. It can grow up to six inches long and shows it when 
travelling. Unfortunately the specimen at the meeting was in a small bottle 
and was unable to.extend fully. (One of the: first things: that, you will notice 
is the large breathing aperture: on. the right side of the body. Above this 
is,a distinct hump, which nppressnts the piace where the. shell would be if 
it: were a, isnail.. 


Two: ‘large moths had been rout in. They were identical ¢ end belonged to the 
very large genus Xyleutes, ' which contains 69 species. For further Ses 
see’ the cover photo and storyin Whirrakee Vol. 7 No. 4. rae 


The ese capsule of the Brown Mantis. 

There have been close to 100 species of: mantids described from, Australia. 
Two are rather common in our ‘districts The’ smalt-Green Mantis“conmonly found 
in our gardens and the much larger Brown Mantis - Archimantis latistyla. ~ 
The egg capsule specimen brought in was made by the brown mantis and is a” 
large frothy greenish efe sack usually fixed to the stems of plants. 

It is much darger than the egg capsule of the green mantis. 


anoles ia, 
PEACEFUL DOVE - GEOPELIA STRIATA 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP, BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION APRIL 1986 


APPEARANCE: Both sexes are similar, 19 to 21 cm long, generally greyesh brown 
in colour, and much barred around the breast and neck, The. crown -is tinged... 

' with brown. The bill, face and forehead are blue-prey, the eye is pale blue 
and the bare skin round the. eye is pale blue and rather conspicuous. 


CALLS: ‘The courting call given by the male resembles a person snoring. 
The territorial call is generally a three syllable call, but sometimes four. 
syllables resembling O-ri-O or O-Ori-0; the 0 as in orange. This call oarnies 
for a long distance, It does not} as most bird books suggest, resemble the 
coo-ing of the introduced Spotted Turtledove or Domestic Pigeon. 


HABITAT: Peaceful doves are found in most. of ‘the natural vegetation areas of 
fhe Bendifo region, except the continuous mallee areas. 


FOOD: The birds feed on the ef ekonne Pete seeds of a large vastly of. Shrubs, - 
herbs and prasses. 5: 


HABITS: They are usually found in pairs. or ~ family aeek put where an 
unusual concentration of food is available,. many f¢roups can be found feeding 
together. When breeding, a bowing display is performed by thé male, This may 
occur with both male and femle perched on the same branch, or while feeding 
on the ground, The display involves'the male pausing and bowing towards ‘the’ 
female, raising: and fanning the tail and partly opening the wings, and at the 
same time uttering the snoring.call. The procedure is repeated several times, 
and on the rround the male follows the:female, and stops every few steps to | 
maké the display. The display may be:followed by mating, but not always. 

When drinking, - the ‘beak is: immersed; ° and “the water is sucked. re ae Yet 


BREEDING: In the Bendigo Region breeding usually occurs between October and | 
January. The nest consists of a shallow collection of thin sticks and twigs. 
placed on a horizontal fork of a tree, and from about 20 feet to 60 feet above 
ground level, Two eggs are laid, and are. rounded, white and smooth, 

Incubation is said to take 13 days, and, more than one brood may be raised. 


GENERAL: The birds can 1 run quickly. on, the ground, and rise into the air with 
whirring wings, Flight is. quick, direct, - and undulating to. a perch ona tree, 
and flights are usually relatively short. 

They are fairly common throurhout the Bendijo region, | breed in the area, 

and are present all the year round. 

Apparently they remain in the same territory all the year round, and _ 

. Population, Sones te appears ‘to- “have been. stable- over - ERE -YOBP Seen we 


. 


: ‘Compiled ‘by Bill Fientje. 
¥ XXX ¥ * 
DID YOU KNOW? 


Did you know thet the scientific name of the Green Tree Frog is Hyla caerulea? 
The specific name suggests "the blue of the sky". This is, of course, a paradox, 


and the story is that away back at the beginning of Australia's settlement, 

a specimen was sent to Europe: picked in rum. It was from that specimen, unknown 
up to that time, that’ the species was described and named, but the rum had 
changed the green pigment of the pickled frog to @ vivid blue! 

Henee the very misleading name, 


Contributed by Bob Allen. 


WA 


PASS IT ON by Dodda Laural 
A 


A series of reminiscences from twenty five years of Field Natting around 
Bendigo. Incidents I have.. experienced,..stories. T.have-heard and/or read; 
some interesting, some. humerous, a few. even pertinent,, and all with a ay 

Naturalist fla VOUT meen 


“Eye. fo" Eye with Néphila © Letpl tat nyhnends 
Many of our members will remember the invasion of ‘our local” bushland’ by Nephita- 


the Golden. Orb-weaving Spider.’ So numerous: were ‘they that on-an afternoon 
outing oné would easily be able to count'a dozen or so of these enormous, 
golden, §ilken, webs.and large spiders. The invasion took .place.about .. 
1968-1970. ‘At that time I was well established jas a member of the. Field 
Naturalists. The incident I wish: to:recall happened many years. Sy ee 
At that stage, although I had always been fond.of the busty I was. hanks as well 
informed as now on‘the various-facets of nature.. h 

I was strolling through the bush, probably with my eyes “fixed Ay ‘the pround, 
when ‘suddenly my mt was’ knocked off, and my” face was in* ‘contact with - strong. 
viscous, silken threads. Instantly my initial ‘shock, was changed to a violent 
recoil, as I caught a glimpse of'an enormous spder a few ineches..from my nose - 
Such was my first introduction to Nephila. I am sure there would be others” ~~ 
among our members who.have had a similar experience, 

P.S.. For further information on ‘Nephila, | The’ Golden Mb,” ‘See The® ‘Bendigo. 
Naturalist Vol. 5 No. 3; P. P. 5457 


The Two Photogra hers and the Desert. nena aay Moye 
ne season:some years ago, we, received word that the Gretel Desert. eae - 
Olianthus formosus ~,was*flowering in profusion, a few miles out: of Broken Hill. 
RX couple of “keen nature photographers, well known members. of our club were so 
keen that they chartered a DEAVawee plane. and pilot, to fly.them to Broken : 
Hill on the following. Saturday; When they arrived at. Broken Hill, they; ;were . 
met by a member of the Barrier Naturalists, by pre-arrangement, - who : had. . 
agreed to take them to the area where the Desert Peas were. Well the "few 
miles". out of Broken. Hill, turned | out to be a seo eau hy miles,” ee ecuntty 
miles at arin, ate x 
“Such was the beauty and photosenic nature of the apa thet our friehas® 
lingered on and on, admiring: and photographing, and overstayed their allotted 
time. I now, on good’ authority that there was one very worried pilot waiting 
at. Broken Hill. At that time the night landing facilities at the Bendigo _ 
Areadrome were not fully: developed. This delay, plus the drive back thee 
fifty miles to Broken Hill meant an’arrival at Bendigo airfield in the dark,.. 
However, all's well thatends well, and: the whole excercise was brought 
to a successful conclusion. 


The Drivers Licence and the Illegal Flower: Pickers tite. EA b QOEF iit 

me years ago several members were preparing a nature trail at One Tree’. Hall. 
During the course of the afternoon we came.across some people picking Wildflowers. 
One of our members, a keen botanist said, "We will have to stop this". 
Adopting an officious manner, he strode up to the group of illicit pickers. 
As he neared them, he pulled an official looking document from his pocket, 
flashed it at them for a moment, then asked them if they knew they were 
breaking the law, that all wildflowers are protected. 

His bluff was successful, the spokesman for the group explained in an 
apologetic manner, that one of the group was a student, sudying botany, and 
was doing-a project on Native Plants. ; 

This subject being dear to the heart of our botanist friend, he gave them 
permission to take one specimen of each variety. Have you guessed? ae, 
The official looking document, was none other than his Drives Licence. | 
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More next Month. 


13. 
A NOTE FOR BIRDO'S 


An outing has been arraneedunvavertses Moore” ttle: Bird- ansaReERS Club ~to 
travel to "Lyal’ Glen" on the 2lst of September of this year. Any local 
member s interested’ in the birds are welcome to meet the visitors on this day. 


Usually at this time of the year, there will be plenty of bird-life to 
interest everybody at Lyal when the visitors arrive during the morning; 
after a walk around to find and view.birds and their nests, the visitors 
will have a picnic lunch at the area, each party providing their own lunch, 


It is usual for visitors to be shown other areas in the afternoon, sometimes 
in the Kimbolton Forest and around the Lake Eppalock; “this year we have been . 
watching an area at Low Head, a forested area adjoining Some-time Island on 
the Lake. It is an area alloted to the St Vincent Hospital which we have been 
given permission to enter and observe the birds; not a large area, Bitty the 
birds are usually undisturbed by the visitors from the Hospital. 


Here we'find the Grey-crowned Babbler nesting regularly with Blue-faced 
Honeyeaters and Noisy Miners present, the.Grey Butcher Bird can usually be 
heard and can be seen by keen observers; many small birds can-be sighted 
and all can enjoy a walk around the Lake. My wife and I would like to see 
you all along with us on this day. 


John Ipsen. 
KX KKK x ee ¥ 


MORE ON THE Mf WILLIAM EXCURSION 


Addendum to the Mt William excursion (Whirrakee Vol. 7, No. Bx ‘De 10). ra 

-\ letter has been received from Miss Dorothy Field which.added some interesting 
observations. Miss Field, who used to live near Mt William, reported that . 
the nearby district is called, Tantaraboo which is thought to be the name’ 

_ of a tribal Chief. She was surprised to see that there were still some 
’She-oaks growing on the side of the gully, most having been killed years 

ago. Snowgums and other trees also grew on the top of the hill. 

It was said that the aborigines used to signal from the top of Mt | ALES 

to the Murray. 


¥ KR KK KK KKK 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


A good attendance of members at the meeting of the Bird Observers Group on 
Friday, 6th June, enjoyed a Members Night where contributions were given-. 

by John Robinaon - "The Habits of Wattle Birds and Noisy. Miners"; 

Aubrey Muir - Slides of Birds of the Warby Ranges; and Len Harvey - Slides of 
Birds and Flowers, 

Contributions were of a very high standard and were greatly appreciated. 


KK HHH KOR HE KX HK * 
REPORT ON JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS MEETING, SUNDAY 1st JUNE. by Alexander Boon. 


Tt was a good turnout for the first Junior Field Naturalists outing. There 

were about 25 children. We all went to Kennington Reservoir to collect our 
specimens. Some of the creepy crawlies we found were: Springtails, cockroaches, 
ants, slaters, termites, spiders, saorpions, redback spiders, beetles, centi- 
pedes, cockroaches, millipedes and gpitfires (sawfly larvae). After we caught 
them in jars we went to the Bolom TED at ehe B.C.A.E.. At the Lab. we killed 
our collection of bugs with ethyl a@etate. Scorpions and “redbacks we killed in 
alcohol, Then we pinned them onto p@lystyrene blocks. Microscopes were set up 
with a tick, a louse, and a flea. To finish the afternoon we saw a video 

about the Australian National Insec¥ Collection. 


14, 
VICTORIAN PIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION mes a aan 


President: Mrs Albert Perry Hon,Secretary: 
a : Dr.Hlizabeth. Turner 


. 13 Banool Ave.,Kew 3101 
SPRINGTIME GET-TOGETHER 


OCTOBER Ath and 5th 1986 


Please make sure to pass this message on to all your Club members 


Accommodation booked for the bus party for Saturday night, October 4th, at. 
Old Ballarat Village Inn (Midland Highway, opposite Sovereign Hill). 

There are some vacancies which may be booked with Marie Allender, 19 Hawthorn : 
Ave., North Caulfield 3161 (Ph.(03) 527 2749). Bus will leave Melbourne | 

at 8.30 a.n. Saturday. 


Campers and Caravaners, make your own arrangements with Goldfields Caravan 
Park nearby, 108 Clayton St.; Ballarat 3350 (just off Geelong Rd.),°% 2 00 
phone | (053) 32 7888. 


PROGRAM 
B.Y.0. two-lunches, : 


1,20 p.m. Meet at Ranger's Cottage, Clarkesdale Bird Observers Reserve, 
TINTON, 35 Kilometres south-west of Ballarat, on:the Glenelg Highway. 

Pass through Linton township, turning left of the sign to Devil's Kitchen, 
Follow the bitumen road for nearly 4 kilometres, then turn left.on to a. dirt.. 
road opposite a house with a tall cypress hedge (Vektey View: Farm}: WS Sa mas eae 
Continue along g this’ road with the Resérve on your left for 400 metres and ~ 

“ eross SPRING DALLAH CREEK. imediately over the creek turn left ginnonen the 
tate, 


We will be suided to see Water Birds, Rainbow birds, etc., by "Friends" of 
the Reserve. Some may go to the Flora Reserve nearby, owned by the Ballarat F.N.C. 


Dinner in Ballarat 
7 p.m. Meeting in Recreation Hall at Old Ballarat.Inn, 


& p.m c Geologist, Phil Day, will talk on the Devil's Gh EH on 


Sunday October 5th a 
Leave the Inn and travel to Dévil's Kitchén.'. Pizgoreet. 


Lunch and Farewells. 


v Bey oye Py ‘ 
* $ q ~ bree 


Bus will travel home via Cape Clear and Geelong. . 


EXCURSION NOTICES 15. 
AUGUST FXCURSION 


Date: . Sunday- August eve 
Activity: Easy bushwalk along ‘ai Coliban River. 
Leader: ~ John Lindner 


Meeting lace and ‘time: 9.00 a.m., outside Jack and Jean Ipsen's place, - 
WTyal Glen", Eppalock - Redesdale road,.We will then drive to the start of the 
walk, * téavine enough cars at. the. finishing po int (Gibbons Bridge over the. 


Coliban Rivér) to transport the drivers back to the cars left at the 
starting point. 


gOeee Ons of the Walk: 


1. Start at the bridge over Granite Creek, a tributary of the Coliban River. 
Walk 4.5 kilometres’along Granite creek to the river, passing two delightful 
waterfalls in‘ the granite, Terrain - open grazing country, with a few rough 
patches, Morning tea or snack on the WAY, - probably at the first waterfall. 


2. Lunch, just below Coliban Ralliles: Explore: Coliban Falls. Note that the falls 
area is very rugged, with moss-covered rocks that are quite treacherous 
when wet. However, you do not have to clamber over the rocks; that is optional. 


Bo Continue down. the Coliban River 5 kilometres to Gibbons gous 
Terrain - open grazing country with a few ‘rough patches. 


Total distances. gs ee ae to Paes Pelt. approx. 
Attractions: fer ‘ ee . 


Rolling granite ete ote with Soules amie ana huge River Red cones 
Basalt residuals, Interesting remnant flora along the. streams (e. ge. Tree 
Violet, Rock Correa). Pothole formations at Coliban Falls. 


What to bring and wear: 


Warm clothes. Waterprcof coat and hat. Strong shoes or boots, with plenty of 
tread if you want to explore the falls. (Not gumboots). 

Day Pack for lunch and snacks ete. A fire will be lit for an to make. 
billy tea and cook sausages etc.. .Camera and binoculars.: 


Weather: The walk will go ahead, SEBS if the weather is very bad indeed. 


See article on Coliban Falls by H.E.Wilkinson on P. 3-5 
Reproduced from Geological Features of the National Estate in Victoria. 


HX HH HK KKK KEK 


CENTRAL DEBORAH MINE - INSPECTION 

On Sun. morning Aug. 1Oth at 9.00 a.m. an excursion to the above and elev 
surface workings of the Central Deborah Mine in Violet St., Bendigo will be 
conducted. The first half hour will be spent inspecting the poppet head and 
engine room etc. and preparing for the following one and a half hours, which 
will be spent underground, Protective clothing and hard hats fitted with lights 
will be supplied for the 300 ‘métre under-ground journey. The walking tracks are 
suitable for wheel chairs, so members need not be too concerned about the 
terrain tobe covered. Those wishing could take along an aluminium’ folding 
chair if they desire. Extended time has been negotiated to enable our own 
geologist members to convey technical information in addition to wee norma 
‘commentary provided by the.tour guide. 

Fares: $5.00 Adults, $3.00 Children up to 12 years. - 

This is a unique opportunity: to enjoy an sencietee tour, with cagdens commentary, 
at a concession price. 

Leader: Rob Watkins 43 4891. 


16. 


EXCURSION NOTICE le ae pea Fain eS oe 


Sun, July 13th Roadside Vegetation & Management - Bus Tour, 
Half Day Leader:, Rob Watkins (43 4891) _ 


Depart at 2,00 p.m. Education Centre - Havlin Street. Return 5.00 p. me 


Objective: To observe innovative urban engineering undertaken to retain, 
maximum natural vegetation, and to hear en-route, \informed-epinions-on - 
“roadside vegetation’ and the engineering. problems affecting its welfare. 
Afternoon tea will, be in ae picturesque setting at Sutton Se an 


Following the Roadside Management lecture given to the: .club: by Prof. J.Turner 
on June llth, a half day bus tour has been arranged to enable members. ‘to see 
‘at. first hand examples of typical’ problems and solutions. __ 

The bus will leave the Education Centre Havlin St. at.2.00 p. me and visit. 
the. attractive Harley. St. in ‘Strathdale where the road has been sited to... 
wind through impressive stands of’ iron-bark, grey-box and stringy-bark 
timber, free from the: usual ‘intrusion of power-linésiand footpaths. * 
Relevant: information will be provided by: Strathfiledsaye Shire’ pagitiess 

.. :Mr: David: Hunter, who-has kindly agreed to join the tour. 

Bennetts Lane, Junartoun, will be the next ‘stop, to observe where careful 
siting of ‘power lines by. the S. E C. ‘Spared . a fine avenue of large prey. . box. 
from destruction. ’ 

Afternoon tea.will be.taken at picturesque Sutton:Grange, arriving via 
Pilchers Bridge, and departing via the red-gum lined roads of Sedgwick, . 
After travelling along South Mandurang Bion the bus will SERIE to Haviin-- 
St. at. 5. 00 p.m. Total distance The ‘don Sable e ar ry 


Fares: Adults $2. 50 ‘Children $1. 50. 
Leader: Rob Watkins (43 4891). 


qo 


4X KR Ee eK 
COMMITTEE REPORT. 25th June 1986 \g 


1. A lengthy discussion took ‘plac’ on "ageots involved in the possible aor int 
of the, booklet, "Eucalypts of. Bendigo",.A final decision has. been deferred : 
until more information is available. ea 


2. A suggestion by R. Levy that’ a half day Saturday excursion ‘be considered has 
been passed onto the Sylldbus Committee, 


3, A letter is to be written to E.C. Thompson vnaueTy dub eee scone ting oe 
ini, 


SS eee sat oe mae ome ne 8 seven am aeeate, te comer cenes care 


4. The Conservation Group is to prepare a Club’ response to the Native Flora, and 
Fauna Conservation Guarantee,, Victoria, aa 


ve HX KKH KK KK | Sere teeet 
“LATE NOTICE FOR AUGUST W.V.F.N.C.A. _CAMPOUT. AT MELDURA Lian: oie ae ad 


Details were. ‘received too late for amc ltatont in. the Diary. The date is guseasht 
8th - 10th, before the next Whirrakee will. appear. An outline of the program . 
is as followsL-.Fri. 8th, Slides at Sunraysia N.R. T.Clubrooms, at 8.00 p.m.3. 
Sat. 9th, all day outing to. Trentham Cliffs; evening. - dinner,. meeting. and... 
speaker; Sun.10th, Hattah and Kulkyne Park -. Sun. afternoon depart. from Hattah. 
Arrange own accommodation, A. list of selected tourist facilities has been 

_ provided. See Rod Fyffe (43 7673), or contact S.N.R.T. ESET 

‘David Robinson, on 050 23 0598. 


1 meee baie 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1985-1986" _ 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 430521... 
SENIOR VICE..PRESIDENT Rob Moors ...Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd, Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY =... Rod Fyffe. 546 Harereaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon = Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION /SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ! : 39 7308: 
ORGANISER ie 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedewick .. 39. 6254... 
ELITOR Eric Wilkinson..'7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 


EDITORIAL | COMMITTER Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsworth (43 4063, 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is-open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each-month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m., and conclude’ with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September... 


Exeursions The assembly: point for -excursions is outside the Special Services’ 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 DM. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day‘or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meetinre. Campouts are held several times in a year, peor 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods Locos S amie 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the; first ‘Priday of the month at the 

Apric Ulvure Department, Epsom, at 7. 30 p.m. 
President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 LIES 
Secretary: . Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie’ S108 Bendigo 43 7993 - 


‘The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced ). 
Convenor: Eric Whitine, 7 Aviary Crt.,, Kennington, 43 9965 ree 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. ‘As far as Be eee a 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" aaa ees : 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St.,: Bendigo 43 7673 . 


’ The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursdey of ‘the ra at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4,016 ; 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, | 13 } Nabilla Cr., esmeieleuoe 43 L4OG3 ee pemenrtg anges ator ras 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the last Sunday in the month, — 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.,at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Group Activities are open to the 8-18 years. .~. 
age proup, tc: ther with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. (!arents.will be needed for help with transportation on.excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


MEETINGS 
Wed, July 9 
Wed, Aug .13 


Wed. Sqrt.10 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun, July 13 


Sun, Aug. 10 
‘Sun. Aug.17 


August -Sept. 


- DIARY - 


Speaker: Ken Bodinnar, Fisheries and Wildlife Division of 
C.F. & L, Dept. 
Topie: ‘"Wildlife Management in the Kerang Wetlands" 


Speaker: Dr. Geoff Christensen 
Topic: "National Parks of Western Australia" 


President's Address, 


Bus tour of roadside conservation areas around Bendigo, 
Leader: Rob Watkins. For full details see p. 16 


Central Deborah Mine inspection. 


_ Leader: Rob Watkins. For full details see p. 15 


Day walk along Granite Creek and Coliban River. 
Leader: John Lindner. For full details see p. 15° 


(Commencing weekend 23rd-24th August, and as many days after as 


School Holidays you like) 


Sun.Sept.14 - 


Campout at Pink Takes State Park with Mid-Murray Field jatimattete 
Trust. Based at main camping area. Notify Johm Lindner if you're 
foing. (39 7308 ). } 


ae day excursion to Sacetintn Hill Flora Reserve, 


BIRD OBSERVERS. GROUP 


Fri.Aug.1 


BOTANY GROUP 
NEY) 24 


7.30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Speaker: Dr, Peter Milne of. the Dept. of Gorcenratione Forests 
& Lands. Bird of the Night: Brown-headed-Honeyeater: ° : 


7.30 p.m. at the home of E, Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt. Kennington. 
Speaker: Don Franklin porte Peculiar Life Style of Pucalypt's. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP hy 
Thur July 17 


7.30 p.m. at Graham Hill's me 31 Curnow Shes Gelbsten peauane: 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 


sun.July 27 


2 p.m. at Special Services, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. 
Nature trails and competition will be prepared for all age groups, 
followed by a bonfire. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed,July 23rd 8.00 p.m. at R. & G. Moors! home, Mandurang South Rd. Sedgwick. 


LATE NOTICES 


ly Froject Branchout Tree planting, Myrtle Ck., July 26th - see p. 3. 
2. “WV.F.N.C.A. Campout, “ildura, August 8th-10th - see p. 16, : 


